
April 6, 7 a.m. —Me a
nd the other 8 climbe

rs just met our guide
s

for breakfast. I can
’t believe it. I’m ab

out to climb Mt.

Whitney! When I joined the fun
draiser for Big City M

ountaineers,

it didn’t seem real. I
t’s good that they ge

t money to mentor

urban teens in the gr
eat outdoors. But fo

r me, this is a lifetim
e

goal!

9 a.m. —Our driver - v
ery funny guy — dropped

 us off 3 miles from

the trailhead. Ha, Ha
. We’ll get him back. Bu

t at least the

walk was a good warm
 up.  

6:00 p.m. —Reached L
ower Boy Scout Lake

 around lunch. 

We’ll spend the night h
ere. 

April 7, 3 p.m. —Been 
at it since 2 a.m.

Arrived at high camp 
about mid-day.

It’s in a big snowy b
owl about 11,500

feet up. Whitney’s spire is just a
bove us.

Can’t take my eyes 
off it.  

8 p.m. —Heated me som
e dinner. That little

cook stove worked rea
l nice. Everyone’s

hit the sack, but I’
m too excited to

sleep. I’m glad I br
ought my iPod. It

tunes out the wind.

April 8, 4:30 a.m. — W
e’re about ready to 

rock! Next

stop, Iceberg Lake! Got m
y crampons, ice ax.

Everyone’s starting to get 
roped up to the guides. 

I can’t believe it! I can
 see Mt. Whitney in the

moonlight! Time to go.

6 a.m. —It’s been a hard 
climb. High altitude 

killed my appetite, but our
 guide made me eat 

cookies. We’re about to climb a 35
º chute, and 

I’m beginning to wonder if
 I can do it.

8 a.m. —The icy blasts are
 killing me, but at least 

the sick feeling’s gone. Oo
ps, they’re leaving. 

Gotta go.

10 a.m.— We made it! The summit! 14
,496 feet 

up. I can’t believe my ey
es. You can see for 

eternity. The High Sierras 
are incredible. I 

actually get to add my na
me to the registry. 

The wind, the cold, everyth
ing — it was all worth it. 

Every bit of it. It’s the 
greatest thing 

I’ve ever done.

Help at- risk teens overcom
e their own challenges.

Register today 

summitforsomeone.org • bigcitymountaineers.org • primuscamping.com

12,000 ft.

My Stove
The award-winning Pri

mus ETA power 

EF stove is the offic
ial stove of 

Big City Mountaineers
. Primus proudly 

supports Summit for 
Someone.

Backpacker  Magaz ines  Summit  Fo r  Someone TM

is a fundraising program to benefit Big City Mountaineers.

          


